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Introduction 

This Family Report Interpretive Guide is intended to be a resource for parents and families to 
understand their studentôs results on the Spring 2009 Ohio Achievement Tests Grades 3 ï 8.  
Specifically, this guide will use samples of the grade 5 Family Report.  Parent(s) or guardian(s) 
should receive a Family Report for their student from the school if their student tested in Spring 
2009. 

This interpretive guide includes 

 Sample Grade 5 Family Score Report 
 Explanations on how to read the score report, what the score results mean by standard 

level, and suggestions for ways to improve your studentôs performance. 
 Complete Performance Level Descriptors for Grades 3 ï 8 Reading and Mathematics; 

Grades 4 and 7 Writing; Grades 5 and 8 Science and Social Studies. 

For More Assistance: 

Please contact your studentôs school and teachers if you need further assistance with interpreting 
your Family Report. 
 
For information about test questions and answer keys for the Spring 2009 test go to the Web site: 
http://www.success.ode.state.oh.us.  Click on the OAT box and then click on Practice for the Test. 
Some of the test questions that were administered on the Spring 2009 Ohio Achievement Test 
Grades 3-8 will be available on this Web site after July 1, 2009.   
 
Additional resources are available to your family on the Grades 3 ï 8 Achievement Tests Web site 
at http://education.ohio.gov which is the home page for the Ohio Department of Education. Use the 
search box in the top right corner for the keywords listed below. 

 
Academic Content Standards:  the academic content standards define what your student 
should know and be able to do in all subjects. 
 
Test Blueprints:  the test blueprints provide a general outline of the design of the tests. 
 
Calculator, protractor and ruler policies:  the policies for each tool provide criteria to choose 
the tool and information on how to use the tool on the tests. 
 
Grade 8 Mathematics Reference Sheet:  the grade 8 reference sheet contains formulas a 
student may use on the grade 8 mathematics test.  No other grade level test may use a 
formula sheet. 
 
Grades 3 ï 8 Half-Length Practice Tests:  the practice tests provide example test questions 
and answer keys. 

 
Also, released questions from past administered Ohio Achievement Tests are available to your 
family at the link below: 
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=
1070&ContentID=7479&Content=64227.  Follow the links to each released test. 
 
The Ohio Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of service. 

http://www.success.ode.state.oh.us/
http://education.ohio.gov/
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1070&ContentID=7479&Content=64227
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1070&ContentID=7479&Content=64227


 

  

 

Sample: Grade 5 Family Score Report  
Page 2 of the Family Score Report: Reading 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The student in this example is Jane.  Her reading achievement score for the Spring administration is 
displayed in the red bordered box on the left.  Average scores for all fifth graders in the school, district, 
and state are provided for comparison purposes at the top left. Each score is noted with the beige arrow 
on the vertical column of score ranges. Janeôs score, 381, is noted with the red arrow on the vertical 
column of scoring ranges.  The vertical column indicates the score ranges and corresponding 
performance levels.  
 
Each score corresponds to one of five performance levels: Limited, Basic, Proficient, Accelerated and 
Advanced.  A brief description of each performance level is provided to the right.  A more complete 
description of each level is provided at the end of this guide for grades 3 ï 8 reading and mathematics; 
grades 4 and 7 writing; and grades 5 and 8 science and social studies.  In this example, Jane performed 
at the Limited level on the reading test.   
 
A score of 400 or higher (Proficient, Accelerated, or Advanced) meets the established performance 
standard on each test.  A score of 399 or lower does not meet the performance standard.  For scores 
below the Proficient level, the school is required to provide intervention.  Please contact your studentôs 
teachers regarding suggestions for intervention activities that you may provide at home. 
 
Note:  It is possible that the highest and lowest possible scores on your studentôs Family Report will not 
match those on the sample report in this guide. 

 

Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results.  
The studentôs name on the sample is fictitious, and any similarity to an actual student name is purely coincidental. 

 



 

  

 

Sample: Grade 5 Family Score Report  
Page 2 of the Family Score Report: Reading 

 

 
 

On the same page of the report as the vertical scale described  
on page 2 of this Family Report Interpretive Guide is a beige box 
as shown on the left that indicates Janeôs performance in each of 
the academic content standards in reading. 
 
The four reading academic content standards covered on the 
tests are:  

 Acquisition of Vocabulary,  
 Reading Process,  
 Informational Text and  
 Literary Text. 

 

In the example shown here, Janeôs strengths and weaknesses 
are noted by radio buttons. Her results were:  
 

 Near Proficient in two content standards: 
 Acquisition of Vocabulary 
 Informational Text  

Janeôs performance in these two content standards indicates 
more work needs to be done to turn these areas into strengths. 
 

 Below Proficient in two content standards: 
 Reading Process 
 Literary Text 

Janeôs performance in these two content standards indicates 
these areas are a weakness. 

 

 
Please note that these ratings focus on specific academic content standards on this test and may differ 
from the total performance level for reading.  It is important to note that these ratings do not indicate the 
total score for the student. 

 
The mathematics, science and social studies scores may be interpreted in a similar manner using the 
academic content standards and performance levels.  The sample Grade 5 Family Score Report has the 
same data boxes for the mathematics, science and social studies tests. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results.  
The studentôs name on the sample is fictitious, and any similarity to an actual student name is purely coincidental. 

 



 

  

 

Sample: Grade 5 Family Score Report  
Page 4 of the Family Score Report: Reading 

 
 

 
The third page of the score report describes in greater detail your studentôs strengths and weaknesses 
on the reading standards.  The example above is for Jane and contains the Acquisition of Vocabulary 
standard. 
 
The column on the left lists the academic content standard for the reading test with a brief description of 
the content standard.  The academic content standard being measured on the test is the same for all 
students. 
 
The second column in the sample above explains what the results mean in terms of the academic 
content standard for Jane.  This text will change depending upon the specific score of the student and 
represents Janeôs score for that academic content standard. 
 
The third column suggests next steps.  These are activities for you and your student to do that might help 
improve your studentôs performance.  Again, this text will change depending upon the specific score of 
the student.  Please contact your studentôs teacher for additional information and suggestions. 
 
The report lists the remaining three standards, the meaning of the score results for each academic 
content standard, and the next steps for the student with specific activities. 
 
The report also presents similar information for the academic content standards on the grade 5 
mathematics, science and social studies tests. 
 
On the following pages: 
 A complete sample report is included; 
 The Performance Level Descriptors (PLD) for grades 3 through 8 are presented.  The PLDs include 

descriptions of each performance level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results.  
The studentôs name on the sample is fictitious, and any similarity to an actual student name is purely coincidental.



 

  

 

 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 


