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Introduction

This Family Report Interpretive Guide is intended to be a resource for parents and families to understand
their student’s results on the Spring 2009 Grades 3 through 8 Alternate Assessments. Specifically, this
guide will use samples of the Grade 3 Family Report of the Alternate Assessments. Parent(s) or
guardian(s) should receive a Family Report for their student from the school if their student participated in
the Alternate Assessment in the 2009 school year.

This interpretive guide includes:
e Sample Score Report for Grade 3 Alternate Assessments;
e Explanation on how to read the score report;

e Performance Level Descriptors for Grade 3 — 8 Alternate Assessments.

For More Assistance:

Please contact your student’s school and teachers if you need further assistance with interpreting your
Family Report.

Online go to the ODE Web site at education.ohio.gov ; click the tab on the right side of the Web page:
“Testing “ then “Alternate Assessment”.

The Ohio Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of service.
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Interpreting the Results:
Sample Grade 3 Alternate Assessment Report
Page 2 of the Score Report

24
[ Advanced - Thechild consistently demonstrates reading and writing
skills that alian with Grade 4reading and writing content (see reading and
wiriting skills areas on page 3). The child has learned the skills well enaugh to
Jane's apply them in real-world situations inside or outside the classroom.
score is
18. 20
Accelerated - The child consistently demonstrates reading and
She has performead at the wititing skills that align with Grade 4 reading and writing corttent (see reading
accelarated lavel and 5 i and writing skills areas on page 2). The child can apply reading and writing
meets standards for Grade \‘ skills in the classroom but may not be ready to apply them in the real world.
4 reading and writing. 16

Proflclent - The child often demonstrates reading and writing skills
that align with Grade 4 reading and writing content isee reading and writing
skills areas om page 30 The child can apply reading and writing skills in the
classroom but may not be able to apply them in the real wiosrld.

11

Baslc - The child oftan demonstrates reading and writing skills that align
with Grade 4 reading and writing content (see reading and wiiting skills areas

on page 3. The materials used while completing reading and writing activities
miay not be appropriate for the child 'sage or grade. The child may or may not

be able to apply reading and writing skills in the real world,

Limited - e childrarely demonstrates reading and writing skills that
align with Grade 4 reading and writing content (see reading and writing skills
areas on page 3). The child may not be able to apply reading and wiriting skills
inthe real world.

DOES NOT MEET STATE STANDARD

The student in this example is Jane. Her reading achievement score for the alternate assessment in
reading is displayed in the orange bordered box on the left. Jane’s score, 18, is noted with the arrow on
the vertical column of score ranges. The vertical column indicates the score ranges and corresponding
performance levels for Reading.

Each score corresponds to one of five performance levels: Limited, Basic, Proficient, Accelerated and
Advanced. A brief description of each performance level is provided to the right. A more complete
description of each level is provided at the end of this guide for grades 3 — 8. In this example, Jane
performed at the Proficient level on the reading test.

A score of 11 or higher (Proficient, Accelerated, or Advanced) meets the established performance
standard on each test. A score of 10 or lower does not meet the performance standard.

If an “NSA” is displayed, this means that the alternate assessment was not scorable. This means her
achievement was not properly demonstrated in the alternate assessment in order for a score to be assigned.
Please contact your student’s school for more information if a nonscorable is displayed.

The mathematics alternate assessment score is shown at the bottom half of page 2 of the family report.
The mathematics alternate assessment score in interpreted in the same way as the reading score
information.

Note: It is possible that the highest and lowest possible scores on your student’s Family Report will not
match those on the sample report in this guide.



Sample Grade 3 Reading Report for the Alternate Assessment
Page 2 of the Score Report Continued

0. What do the Advanced,
Accelerated, Proficlent, Basic,
and Limited levels tell us?

| How frequently and accurately On the right hand side of page 4 is a series of questions

a child can demonstrate reading, and answers about the alternate assessment. These

writing and math skills; . . . . .

2. If the activities wers applied in questions provide more detail and information about the
real-wiorld setting, which is more

challenging than a controlled alternate assessment process, and what the performance
classroom setting; levels mean.

3. If the activities used materials

ap propriate for the child's age

or grade. . . .
These questions and answers also provide a more detailed

Q. How does a child apply skills description of the criteria for.scc.)rlng the alhtergate
in a real-world situation? assessment and how these criteria are applied in a way that

Real-world situations allow a child matches the instruction that children receive.
toapply skills learnad in class to

daily activities. For example a child

miay use math skills learned in class

o bu#lsomething at alocal store

orin the school cafetenia,

Q. What does itmean that a child
may not be ready to apply skills
Inthe real mm?

Children practice skills in the
classroom while they are still
learming. For examzle, inthe real
warld, a child mighit apply rmath
skills to buy something. A child
whais not ready to apply the skills
in the real world might match
coins to theirwritten amaounts on
aworksheaet,

Q. Is it possible for a child to
apply skills In real-world
situations Insicle the dassroom:?

Yas; for example, a child can

use reading and math skills to

tell time and to follow a daily
schedule (=g, the child sees that
it is 12 atlock on the dassroom
clock, knows that it is time to go
to lunch and lines up at the door).

0. What determines If
materials are appropriate for
a child’s age or grace?

Materials that are commanly used
kv children of the same age or at

the same grade|=vel are considered
appropriate. Far example, fora 12-
vear-old in Grade 7, pictures of real
animals wiould be appropriate, but
stuffed animals would not.

Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only and do not represent
actual results. The student’s name on the sample is fictitious, and any similarity to an actual student
name is purely coincidental.



Sample Grade 3 Reading Report
Page 3 of the Score Report

Alternate Assessment for Students With Disabilities fjh]gl FAMILY SCORE REFORT

B Jane's total scors in reading and writing isfound by combining how cnsistently sha parformed rading and witing applications
{performanca) with tha situation in which she performed thoss applications (instructional contaxt). The performance scorais

mukltiplied by the instructional context scora for each skills area. The scores for the skills areas are then added 1ogether to get the total
SCOrc.

m  Applicationsare basic skills related to the Ohio Academic Contant Standards. Eachapplication assigned to Jane was chosen wo allow
herto damorstrate readingand writing skills in a way thatis appropriate for herindvidual ability.

B Example: Informational Test is a reading skills area in the Ohio Acadomic Contont Standards These ckills involwe reading words and
using visual ads with words to gain information. One way to testthese skills in the altemate assessment could be reading treffic sians,
such as *Stop”or “Walk™ Reading a stop or walk sign shows that the child can usa visual aids to gain information.

Reading Skills Area - Literary Text: Score=9

PERFORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENCE o000 8
Use g switch to parficipate in a dramatic presentation or |. Observation NSA 0 1 z 3
recitation. 2 Checklist INITRUCTIONAL CONTEXT

5 Interview
RO NON "N
NSA 1 2 3 4

Writing Skills Area - Writing Process: Score=9 PERFORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENCE 000 0@
Use £ SWICh 0 convay a sanienee for 4 speciic purpose. 1. Interview NSA 0123

2. Obsarvation INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXT
5. Data Chart I _
RO NON "N
MNEA 1 2 3 4
Literary Taxt Writing Process Total Student Achievernent
Score in Reading and Writing
(3x2) 9 + (3x3) 9 = is8

On page 3 of the report, detailed information is provided about how your child was
assessed in English Language Arts. The alternate assessment contains evidence
provided by the teachers of your child on how they achievement certain tasks and
skills related to this area. These skills are called applications. These applications are
aligned with the Ohio Academic Content Standards for English Language Arts.

These applications are listed on the left hand side. Evidence (based on student work)
is shown in the center, and the score received is shown on the right. For each
application, your child will receive two scores, one for performance and one for
context. These scores are combined to arrive at a total score. An example for Jane is
shown above. She earned an “9” on her Informational Text application and a “9” on
her Acquisition of Vocabulary application, for a total score of “18”.



Sample Grade 3 Report, Page 3 Continued
|_How Is Your Child's Score Determined? |

PERFORMANCE scores tell you how well your child INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXT scores tall you if your child:
comple tes assignad applications in reading and writing
skills areas. B |5 challenged while completing reading and
wiriting applicati oné,-

Interpratation of Scores u Appliesreading and writing skills in real-world
The child parforms applications in reading and writing skills — GhmEEE ) .
arzas with: V'ses materials appropriate for your childs age or grade,

. . . Interpretation of Scores
Score O pt - No evidence of active performance of skill. The child demonstrates reading and writing skills areas with:
Score 1 pt - Only minimal or limited skill. Scora 1pt - Neither the materials nor the situations appropriate

for his or herage or grade.

Scere 2 pt - Reasonable skill Score 2 pt - Materials that may not be appropriate for his or har
or sifmila

[N [ | S S
age Or gracie, Or in resal=worna I SIcuasions.

T simila
Score ¥ pt - Consistent skill.

Score 3 pt - Material s that are appropriate for his or har age or
grade, and in situations similar to those in the real world.

Score 4 pt - Materials that are appropriate for his or her age or
grade, and in real-world situations.

At the bottom of page 3 is an explanation of the score points and how they are
assigned for each application, as well as a general description of each score.

Page 4 of the Report

Page 4 of the report contains similar information for Mathematics for your child. A
sample is shown below:

B Jang's total score inmath is found by combining how consistently she performed math applications (performance) with the situation

inwhich she pafarmiad thosa applications (instructional contaxt). Tha parformanca scora is multipliad by tha nstructional comtaxt
score for cach skills area. The scones forthe skills areas are then added together to get the total scora.

B Applications are basic skills related to tha Ghio Academic Content Standards. Each application assianed to lane was chosan toallow
herto demonstrate math skills ina way that is appropriate for her individual ability.

m  Example: Number Sensa is a math skills area in the Ohio Academic Comtent Standard s, Thesa skills invobve counting money and
making change, and using coins and paper monsy. Ona way to tast thesa skills inthe altamita assassment could be identifying the cor-
rect coins neseded to make a purchase. Identifying these coins shows that the child can count and use money accurately.

Math Skills Area - Data Analysis and Probability: Score=9 PERFORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENCE 000 O @
Use aswitch or motor response to participate in data 1. Data Chart NSA O 12 3
gathering (e.g.. ask a survey question). 2. Checklist HETRRIGCTIONAL CONTEXT
3. Obsarvation — —
SECNON "N
NSA 1 2 3 4

Math Skills Area = Patterns, Functions and Algebra: Score=9 PERFORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENGE o000 ®

1. Obsarwation NSA 0 1 2 3
2 Interview INSTRUCTIOMAL CONTEXT
3. Checklist L B

NNl " Ne!

NSA 1 2 3 4

Use: a switch to parficipate in a patterned activity.

Data Analysis and Probability Patterns, Functions and Algebra Total Student Achievermant
Score in Math
{(3x3) 9 + {(3x3) 9 = i8



What else is in this guide

e A complete sample report for grade is included;

e The Performance Level Descriptors (PLD) for alternate assessments in all
nine subjects tested in grades 3 through 8 are presented. The PLDs include
descriptions of each performance level.

e The subjects tested at each grade are:

In grade 3, Reading and Mathematics

In grade 4, Reading, Mathematics, and Writing

In grade 5, Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies
In grade 6, Reading and Mathematics

In grade 7, Reading, Mathematics, and Writing

In grade 8, Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies

O O O O O O

Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only
and do not represent actual results. The student’s name on the sample is fictitious,
and any similarity to an actual student name is purely coincidental.



Sample Family Report — Front Page

FAMILY SCORE REPORT

The Family of Jane Jones Ohio ‘

Test Date: Spring 2000
School: AIR Academy (6782)
District: AlR District (123456)

AI ternate Assessment for Students With Disabilities

Dear Family,

The main purpose of the Ohio Assessment and Accountability System is to provide all
studlants with a challenging and appropriate academic program. The Altamate Assessmant
far Students With Disabilities is designed to eval uate the performance of students with
disabilities for whom general assessmants are not appropriate. These alternate assassments
allow a collaction of student work (called a Collection of Evidence) to be submitted as
avidence of student parformance on instructional applicati ons that ara alignad with Chic’s
Acacdemic Contant Standards in reading and writing and math.

Each application reprasents a basic reading and writing and math skills area related to the
Ohio Academic Content Standards. The applications selected for Jane wera chosan to allow
her to demaonstrate these skillsin a way that is appropriate for her ability.

This Family Scora Report shows Jane's overall tast scoras amd lists the specific reading and xS
writing and math skills that were submitted for the alternate assessmeant. Jane'steacheris thie of
bast parson to explain tha information contained in this report and can halp you undarstand vg“c

wihy these specific reading and writing and math skills wera selected for the alternate C
assassmant.

Talk with Jana's teacher, and use these test results to halp make sure that she receives the
mast challenging and appropriate academic pragram. Doing so is an impartant stap for

AN

Del»orah Delisle
superintenden tof Public Instruction

Sincerely,

Quick Facts About Your Child and the Alternate Assessment

Q. What is the Alternate Assessment for Students With Q. Where can | find more information about the alternate
Disabilities? assessment and sample skills and tasks?

The Alternate Assessment for Students With Disabilities Askyour child's teacher about the spedific tasks that were chosen
measures students” academic performance on reading and for the alternate assessment. Also, many samplhe skills and tasks
wrlting and math skills that are aligned with Ohio's Academnic are provided In the Resource Manual. This manual, along with
Content Standlards. The alternate assessment s made up of more information abowt the Alter nate Assessment for Students

sevioral reading and writing and math skills and tasks thata ‘With Disabillities, is available online at www.ode.stato.ohius
teacher chooses to meet a child's individual needs. A child’s Keyword: Alternate Assessment.

score tells you how well the child completed the reading and

writing and math skills and tasks, and how challenging those

tasks wera.

133456.0

Sample Report (front page) — Provided for illustration purposes only.



Sample Family Report — Page 2

FAMILY SCORE REPO

Jane's
scoreis

She has performed at the
acoderated level aned
mests stardands for Grade
4 reading and wiiting.

Jane's
Scorels
18.
She has performed at the
acoslerated level and
mests stardards for Grads
4 math,

EDUCATION. OHIO. GOV

A

2

20

| 16 |

i1

Chiol

Advanced = The child consistant ly demorstrates reading and writing
<kills that align with Grade 4 reading and writing content isee reading and
wariting shills areas on page 10, The child bas learned the skils well enough to
apply themin real-world sitsations inside or cutside the classroom.

Accelerat ed - Thechild consistently dermorstrstes resding sred
vatiting skills that align with Grade 4 r=acling and writing content (se= reading
ard writing skills areas on page 3. The child can apply reading and witing
shills in the chassroam but may not be ready to s peky thermn in thee real werld,

Proficient = Thechild often dermonstrates reading and witing skills
that align with Grade 4 reading and writing corbent isee raading and writing
skills arems o page 31 The child can appdy resding and writing shills in the
chassroom but may not be able bo apply them in the real word.

\NDARD

STATE 60

Basic - The child often dermonstrabes reading and writing skills that align
with Gracle 4 readling ancl writing content se= rmading and wiiting sills seas
o paxge ). The raterisle used while connpleting reading and writing activitie:
rnay not ke approprate For the child's age or grade. The child may or may not
b bl o opply rsading and wiiting shills in the real wodd.

24

16

Limited = The child rasly demonstrates reading and writing skills that
allign with Grade 4 readireg and writing cantent (se= reading and wiiting skills
areas on page 3. The child may rot be able to apply reading and writing skills

i i the rearl world.

¥ oces vor e

i
:
:
g

Advanced = The child consistant ly demorstrates math skills thax align
veith Gracle 4 math contentses math skills areas on page 41, The child has
learred the skills well ercugh to apphythem in real-werd sbuations inside o
caseside the clszzracm

Accelerat ed - The child consistently demanstrstes math skills that
alian with Grade 4 rath content (222 resth skills srzas on page 41 The child

can apphy rresth skills in the clazsroom bt mey ret be ready to apply them in
threal wodd.

Proficient = Thezhid often dermanstrates math skills that align with
Grade 4 rmath coritent (see math sills sress on paged). The child can apply
rrath skillz in the clszromim but gy nat be able 6 apphy them in the real
woid.

Basic - The chid d viath skill: thatalign with Grade 4
math content (e math shlls reas on page 41, The materids used whils
completing math activits may ot be appropriate for the dhild's age or
grade. Thee child rrsy or Fiay ot be slsle to apphy rath skills in the resl workd.

Limited = The child rarely dermenstratss rath kil s thae ign wits
Grade4d math content (ses math skills areas on Eaged). The child may notbe
abibe toapply math skills in the real world.

Q. What do the Advanced,
Accelerated, Proficlent, Basie,
and Limited levels tell us?

1. Hows frequently and accurately
a child can demcnstrate reading,
wiriting and math skills;
2.1f the activities were appliedin a
real-world satting, which is more
challenging than a controlled
lassroom setting;

3. If the activities usad materials
appropriate for the child's age
or grade.

Q. How does a chilld apply skills
in a realworld situation?

Realwiorld situations allow a child
10 apply skills lsarmed in class 1o
daily activitiss, For example, a child
may use math skills lzarmed in <lass
10 buy something at a local store
orin the schocl cafetaria,

Q- Whatdoes it mean that a child
P N T e P I | P

iy N 08 REaY 10 apiny Srms
In [FF."I'EEI\"ID“CI.;

Children practice skills in the
<lassroom while they are still
learnima. For example, in the raal
whorld, a child mighit apply math
skills to buy something. & child
whais not ready to apply the skills
inthe real warld might match
<oins tatheirwritten amounts on
3 warksheet.

Q. Is it possible for a child to
apply skills In real-world
situations Inside the dassroom?

“ves; far example, a child can

use reading and miath skills 1o

tell time and ta fol low a daily
schedula (ag, the child sees that
itis 12 oclock on the dassroom
clock, knows that it is time to go
1o lunch and lines up at the door).

Q. What determines If
miaterials are appropriate for
achild’s age or grade?

Materials that are commonly used
by children of the sameage orat

the same grade level are considered

appropriate. For example, fara 12-
wear-old in Grade 7, pictures of real
animals would be appropriate, but
stuffed animals would not.

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Sample Report (summary page) — Provided for illustration purposes only.




Sample Family Report — Reading Subject Page 3

Alternate Assessment for Students With Disabilities fjh1°| FAMILY SCORE REPO

B Jane'stotal score in reading and writing is found by combining how consistantly she parformed reading and writing applications
(perf ormance) with tha situation in which she performed thosa applications (instructional context). The performance scoreis

multipliad by the instructional context score for aach skills area. The scores forthe skills aras are then added together to get tha total
SCore,

m  Applications are basic skills rlated to the Ohio Academic Content Standards. Each application assigned to Jane was chosen to allow
herto demonstrata reading and writing skills in a way thatis appropriate for herindividual ability.

B Example: Informational Text is a reading skills area in the Ohio Academic Content Standards. These skills involve reading wordsand
using visual aids with words to gain information. One way to test these skills in the altemate assessment could be reading traffic signs,
such as “Stop™or “Walk™ Reading a stop or walk sign shows that the child can usa visual aids to gain information.

Reading Skills Area = Literary Text: Score=9 PEREORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENCE o000 ®
Usa a switch to participate in a dramatic presentation or 1. Observation NSA 0 1 2 3
recitation. 2. Checklist HETRUGTINAL GONTEXT

3. Interview
[oNoNoN " Ne!
NSA 1 2 3 4
Writing Skills Area - Writing Process: Score=9 PERFORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENCE OO0 0 O0O®
. ! . I NSA 0 1 2 3
Usa a switch to convey a sentence for aspecific purpose. 1. Interview
2. Observation INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXT
3. Data Chart . .
[oNo NN ")
NSA 1 z2 3
Literary Text Writing Process Total Student Achievement
Score in Reading and Writing
(3x3) 9 i (3x3) 9 = 18

How Is Your Child's Score Determined?

PERFORMAMNCE scores tell you how wall your child INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXT scores tell you if your child:
complates assignad applications in reading and writing
skills areas. B |5 challenged while complating reading and

wiiting appl ication:l,-
Interpretation of Scores L] !&_g pILgs reading and writing skills in real-world
L o - ) " ; situations;
;T;EE ‘Lli?:h;?erforms applications in reading and writing skills B Uses materials appropriate for your child's age or grade.
. . . Interpretation of Scores

Score 0 pt - No evidence of active performance of skill The child damaonstrates reading and writing skills areas with:

Score 1pt - Only minimal or limited skill. Score 1 pt - Meither the materials nor the situations appropriate

far his or herage or grade.
Score 2 pt - Reasonable skill. Score 2 pt - Materials that may not be appropriate for his or her
age or grade, orin real-warld or similar situations.
Score 3 pt - Consistent skill.

Score 2 pt - Materials that are appropriate for his or her age or

grade, and in situations similar to those in the real world.

Score 4 pt - Materials that are appropriate for his or her age or
grade, and in real-world situations.

EDUCATION. OHIO.GOV THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF ED

12346.0

Sample Report (reading page) — Provided for illustration purposes only.
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Sample Family Report — Mathematics Subject Page 4

T
FAMILY SCORE REPORT Ohio|

B Jane'stotal score inmath is found by combining how consistently she peformed mathapplications (perfermance) with the situation
in which she pafarmed those applications (instructional context). The perfermance sco re is multiplied by the in structional context
score for each skills area. The scores farthe skills areas are thenadded together to get the total score,

B Applications are basic skills related to the Ohio Academic Content Standards. Each application assigned to lane was chosen to allow
hertodemonstrate math skills ina way that is appropriate for her individual ability.

®  Example: Number Sense is a math skills area in the Ohio Academic Contant Standards, Thesa skills involve countimg monay and
making change, and using coins and paper money. Oneway totast thesa skills inthe alternate assassment could be identifying the cor-
ract coins neaded to makea purchase. Identifying these coins shows that the child can count and use money accu rately.

Math Skills Area - Data Analysis and Probability: Score=9 PERFORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENCE 0000 ®
Usz a switch or motor response to participate in data 1. Data Chart NSA 0 1 2 3
gathering {e.g., ask a survey question). 2. Checklist INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXT

3. Observation
SN NGN “Ne)

NSA 1 2 3 4

Math Skills Area = Patterns, Functions and Algebra: S core=9 PERFORMANCE
APPLICATION EVIDENCE o000 08
Use a switch to participate in a patternad activity. 1. Obsarvation NSA 0 1 z 3
2 Interview INSTRUCTIOMAL CONTEXT
3. Checklist — - - -
oo NN " Ne!
NSA 1 2 3 4
Data Analysis and Probalbility Patterns, Functions and Algebra Total Student Achievement
Score in Math
(3x3) 9 + (3x3) 9 = 18

How Is Your Child's Score Determined?

PERFORMAMNCE scores tall you how well your child INSTRUCTIONAL CONTEXT scores tell you if your child:
completes assignad applications in math skills areas.
B d EE B |5 challenged while completing math applications:
Applies math skills in real-world situations;
Interpretation of Scores ! terial ate f hild: d
The child performs applications in math skills areas with: UL L e SRR L LR ACATEL S

Interpretation of Scores
Scora 0 pt - No evidence of active performance of skill. The child demonstrates math skills areas with:

Score 1 pt - Only minimal or limited skill, Score 1 pt - Meither the materials nor tha situations appropriate
for his or herage or grade.

Ecore2 ptilanzonablerakiil Score 2 pt - Materials that may not be appropriate for his or her

. i age or grade, orin real-world or similar situations.

Score 3 pt - Consistent skill.
Score 2 pt - Materials that are appropriate for his or her age or
grade, and in situations similar to those in the real world.

Score 4 pt - Materials that are appropriate for his or her age or
grade, and in real-warld situations.

EDUCATION. OHIO.GOV

) THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATICON

1234380

Sample Report (mathematics page) — Provided for illustration purposes only.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grades 3-5 Reading
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced - The student consistently demonstrates reading skills, such as, retelling a
story with a beginning, middle and end, identifying environmental symbols and signs
and making selections in response to questions about text or activities, which align
with and access Grades 3-5 reading content from the Ohio Academic Content
Standards. The student can perform reading skills accurately in real world settings
outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates reading skills, such as, reading high
frequency sight words, reading words that are associated with pictures and selecting
picture symbols or object representations related to daily routine activities, which
align with and access Grades 3-5 reading content from the Ohio Academic Content
Standards. The student performs the skill accurately most of the time with some or
little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to apply reading skills in real
world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates reading skills, such as, identifying the
beginning, middle and/or ending sounds of words, using picture symbols to express
ideas from a literary text and using symbols to express ideas, needs and/or wants,
which align with and access Grades 3-5 reading content from the Ohio Academic
Content Standards. The student performs the skill accurately some of the time, needs
some supervision in the classroom and may not be ready to apply reading skills in
real world situations.

Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates reading skills, such as, locating specific
details within text materials, reading for an identified purpose and using a switch to
participate in rhyme play, which align with and access Grades 3-5 reading content
from the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student may need materials
inappropriate for their age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least
some of the time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be
able to apply reading skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates reading skills, such as, retelling a
sequence of events from materials read aloud, matching pictures or symbols of words
that have similar or opposite meaning and selecting a favorite book or other text,
which align with and access Grades 3-5 reading content from the Ohio Academic
Content Standards. The student does not use materials appropriate for their age or
grade, has limited and inconsistent performance, needs frequent classroom
supervision and is not able to apply reading skills in real world situations.

12



Performance Level Descriptors for Grades 6-8 Reading
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced - The student consistently demonstrates reading skills, such as, reading
new words by applying word structures to root words, answering questions based on
activity or event and making selections in the context of an activity, which align with
and access Grades 6-8 reading content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.
The student can perform reading skills accurately in real world settings outside of the
classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates reading skills, such as,
independently reading materials for various purposes, answering clarifying questions
regarding text or events and selecting a word or picture in the context of a song,
poem or story, which align with and access Grades 6-8 reading content from the
Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student performs the skill accurately most of
the time with some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to
apply reading skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates reading skills, such as, using a variety
of resources to locate specific information, identifying people, actions, or settings
within a story and/or dramatic presentation and giving a response to indicate
understanding of words or symbols within routine situations, which align with and
access Grades 6-8 reading content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The
student performs the skill accurately some of the time, needs some supervision in the
classroom and may not be ready to apply reading skills in real world situations.

Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates reading skills, such as, recognizing
similarities and differences among literary texts, reading words paired with picture
symbols within the context of an activity making a selection in response to a
question about text or activities, which align with and access Grades 6-8 reading
content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student may need materials
inappropriate for their age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least
some of the time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be
able to apply reading skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates reading skills, such as, using print or
electronic resources to find the meaning of words, using picture symbols or words to
sequence an event or task and using a switch to provide information on a topic,
which align with and access Grades 6-8 reading content from the Ohio Academic
Content Standards. The student does not use materials appropriate for their age or
grade, has limited and inconsistent performance, needs frequent classroom
supervision and is not able to apply reading skills in real world situations.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grades 3-5 Mathematics
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced - The student consistently demonstrates mathematics skills, such as,
adding and/or subtracting to solve simple problems, identifying basic measurement
tools and matching simple three-dimensional objects for a purpose, which align with
and access Grades 3-5 mathematics content from the Ohio Academic Content
Standards. The student can perform mathematics skills accurately in real world
settings outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates mathematics skills, such as,
expressing concepts of time, sorting objects with similar attributes and making a
selection among scheduled or routine events, which align with and access Grades 3-5
mathematics content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student
performs the skill accurately most of the time with some or little supervision in the
classroom but may not be ready to apply mathematics skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, making a
drawing or diagram to represent a location, using a picture sequence to complete a
routine task and selecting pictures or symbols for a chart that represents information,
which align with and access Grades 3-5 mathematics content from the Ohio
Academic Content Standards. The student performs the skill accurately some of the
time, needs some supervision in the classroom and may not be ready to apply
mathematics skills in real world situations.

Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, creating a
simple graph to display information, explaining simple graphs or tables and selecting
numbers within the context of a daily living activity, which align with and access
Grades 3-5 mathematics content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The
student may need materials inappropriate for their age or grade in order to perform
the skill accurately at least some of the time and needs supervision in the classroom.
The student may not be able to apply mathematics skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, gathering
and recording data using tables, charts and/or graphs, counting objects to a given
number and selecting routine activities within a schedule, which align with and
access Grades 3-5 mathematics content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.
The student does not use materials appropriate for their age or grade, has limited and
inconsistent performance, needs frequent classroom supervision and is not able to
apply mathematics skills in real world situations.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grades 6-8 Mathematics
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced - The student consistently demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, using
fractions, decimals or percents within the context of a daily living activity, using
measurement tools for a specific activity and manipulating three-dimensional objects
for a purpose, which align with and access Grades 6-8 mathematics content from the
Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student can perform mathematics skills
accurately in real world settings outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, using a
calendar or planner to record personal events, assignments, or schedule, drawing
simple two-dimensional shapes and selecting pictures or symbols for a chart that
shows a pattern, which align with and access Grades 6-8 mathematics content from
the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student performs the skill accurately
most of the time with some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be
ready to apply mathematics skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, identifying
and comparing two dimensional and/or three-dimensional shapes, identifying and
or/extending a pattern for a specific purpose and making a selection in response to a
data gathering question, which align with and access Grades 6-8 mathematics
content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student performs the skill
accurately some of the time, needs some supervision in the classroom and may not
be ready to apply mathematics skills in real world situations.

Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, using
visual representations to represent and/or solve a problem, using tables, charts and/or
graphs to locate information in daily activities and counting objects in the context of
a daily living activity, which align with and access Grades 6-8 mathematics content
from the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student may need materials
inappropriate for their age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least
some of the time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be
able to apply mathematics skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates mathematics skills, such as, making
predictions about daily events and observing and discussing outcomes, identifying
less than, more than, most and/or least and selecting objects of similar size, weight
and/or length, which align with and access Grades 6-8 mathematics content from the
Ohio Academic Content Standards. The student does not use materials appropriate
for their age or grade, has limited and inconsistent performance, needs frequent
classroom supervision and is not able to apply mathematics skills in real world
situations.

15



Performance Level Descriptors for Grade 5 Science
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced — The student consistently demonstrates science skills which access
Grade 5 Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Describing or illustrating ways we respond to weather phenomena;
¢ Identifying reliable sources of information; and
e Using a switch to report on information learned from investigation.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates science skills accurately in real world settings
outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates science skills which access Grade 5
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e (lassifying plants or animals by different characteristics;
e Identifying vocabulary related to weather, Earth, and/or space; and
¢ Identifying reliable sources of information.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates science skills accurately most of the time with
some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to apply science
skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates science skills which access Grade 5
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Appropriately using items that produce sound to accomplish a specific
purpose;
e Identifying stages of development in human life; and
e Using a switch to report on an Earth science activity.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates science skills accurately some of the time,
needs some supervision in the classroom, and may not be ready to apply science
skills in real world situations.
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Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates science skills which access Grade 5
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Describing or illustrating technologies that have improved human life;
¢ Identifying safe use of objects that produce heat; and
e Using a switch to participate in a life science activity.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student may need materials inappropriate
for his or her age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least some of the
time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be able to apply
science skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates science skills which access Grade 5
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Selecting and using tools to solve a problem;
e Identifying simple tools used within daily living activities; and
e Using a switch to participate in a physical science experiment.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student does not use materials appropriate
for his or her age or grade, shows limited and inconsistent performance, needs
frequent classroom supervision, and is not able to apply science skills in real world
situations.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grade 8 Science
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced — The student consistently demonstrates science skills which access
Grade 8 Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Selecting and using technology tools to accomplish a specific purpose;
e Sorting objects according to specific properties; and
e Using a switch to participate in a life science activity.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates science skills accurately in real world settings
outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates science skills which access Grade 8
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Reporting information based on the findings of an investigation or
observation;
e Identifying a problem and selecting a solution that uses appropriate
technology; and
e Showing an active response to sound or light within a purposeful activity.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates science skills accurately most of the time with
some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to apply science
skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates science skills which access Grade &8
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Using a problem solving process in daily living activities;
e Constructing a simple graph as data is gathered; and
e Using technology for a purpose.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates science skills accurately some of the time,
needs some supervision in the classroom, and may not be ready to apply science
skills in real world situations.
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Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates science skills which access Grade 8
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Analyzing changes in weather over time;
e Identifying a common problem; and
e Suggesting solutions and selecting symbols to represent data gathered for a
chart or graph.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student may need materials inappropriate
for his or her age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least some of the
time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be able to apply
science skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates science skills which access Grade 8
Science content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Observing and recording growth and development of plants or animals over
time;
¢ Identifying the Earth, sun, and moon, or other planets of the universe; and
e Asking questions in the context of a science activity.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student does not use materials appropriate
for his or her age or grade, shows limited and inconsistent performance, needs
frequent classroom supervision, and is not able to apply science skills in real world
situations.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grade 4 Writing
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced — The student consistently demonstrates writing skills which access
Grade 4 Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Generating questions related to a topic or idea;
e Using simple resource tools to select words/information for writing; and
e Using pictures, drawings and/or words to organize ideas and events.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates writing skills accurately in real world settings
outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 4
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Generating questions related to a topic or idea; and
e Selecting pictures to generate ideas for a writing topic.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates writing skills accurately most of the time with
some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to apply writing
skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 4
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Retelling a story or event in a logical sequence; and
¢ Combining words and/or pictures to create simple sentences.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates writing skills accurately some of the time,
needs some supervision in the classroom, and may not be ready to apply writing
skills in real world situations.

20



Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 4
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples may include but are not limited to:
e Selecting a picture, symbol or object to convey a message or idea related to a
topic; and
e Selecting pictures or symbols for organizing ideas related to a topic.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student may need materials inappropriate
for his or her age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least some of the
time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be able to apply
writing skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 4
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Creating text using print, pictures, or symbols for a specific purpose; and
e Using a switch to retell a story or events.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student does not use materials appropriate
for his or her age or grade, shows limited and inconsistent performance, needs
frequent classroom supervision, and is not able to apply writing skills in real world
situations.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grade 7 Writing
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced — The student consistently demonstrates writing skills which access
Grade 7 Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Generating questions related to a topic or idea;
e Using simple resource tools to select words/information for writing; and
e Editing and revising a written document using available tools and supports.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates writing skills accurately in real world settings
outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 7
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Generating questions related to a topic or idea;
e Selecting pictures to generate ideas for a writing topic; and
e Using pictures, drawings and/or words to organize ideas and events.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates writing skills accurately most of the time with
some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to apply writing
skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 7
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Retelling a story or event in a logical sequence;
e Recognizing errors within a sentence that needs revision; and
e Combining words and/or pictures to create simple sentences.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates writing skills accurately some of the time,
needs some supervision in the classroom, and may not be ready to apply writing
skills in real world situations.
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Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 7
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples may include but are not limited to:
e Retelling a story or event in a logical sequence;
e Selecting a picture, symbol or object to convey a message or idea related to a
topic; and
e Selecting pictures or symbols for organizing ideas related to a topic.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student may need materials inappropriate
for his or her age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least some of the
time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be able to apply
writing skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates writing skills which access Grade 7
Writing content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Using a switch to convey a sentence for a specific purpose;
e C(Creating text using print, pictures, or symbols for a specific purpose; and
e Using a switch to retell a story or events.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student does not use materials appropriate
for his or her age or grade, shows limited and inconsistent performance, needs
frequent classroom supervision, and is not able to apply writing skills in real world
situations.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grade 5 Social Studies
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced - The student consistently demonstrates social studies skills which access
Grade 5 Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples of these skills include but are not limited to:

Using a time line to describe history;

Monitoring turns of self and others in group activity;

Taking turns appropriately; and

Participating in a token economy in the classroom environment.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates social studies skills accurately in real world
settings outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates social studies skills which access
Grade 5 Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples of these skills include but are not limited to:

Identifying art forms from a variety of cultures;

Gathering information;

Reporting on a social studies topic; and

Following basic classroom rules or directions from a classroom teacher.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates social studies skills accurately most of the
time with some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to apply
social studies skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates social studies skills which access Grade
5 Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples of these skills include but are not limited to:
e Describing or illustrating distance in terms of miles or travel time;
e Sequencing events on a timeline using pictures; and
e Taking turns in group activities.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates social studies skills accurately some of the
time, needs some supervision in the classroom, and may not be ready to apply social
studies skills in real world situations.
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Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates social studies skills which access Grade
5 Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples of these skills include but are not limited to:
¢ Identifying personal needs and community source of support;
¢ Describing own biography including family tree; and
e Identifying reliable sources of information or assistance.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student may need materials inappropriate
for his or her age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least some of the
time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be able to apply
social studies skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates social studies skills which access Grade 5
Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples of these skills include but are not limited to:
e Defining the basic functions of local and/or US government;
e Identifying landmarks on a picture map; and
e Selecting pictures on a daily/weekly calendar to organize events.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student does not use materials appropriate
for his or her age or grade, has limited and inconsistent performance, needs frequent
classroom supervision and is not able to apply social studies skills in real world
situations.
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Performance Level Descriptors for Grade 8 Social Studies
Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities

Advanced — The student consistently demonstrates social studies skills which access
Grade 8 Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
¢ Identifying feelings or perspective of another individual in a discriminatory
situation;
e Sorting information according to designated categories and identifying; and
e Participating in the voting process as a means to making decisions.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates social studies skills accurately in real world
settings outside of the classroom.

Accelerated — The student usually demonstrates social studies skills which access
Grade 8 Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Demonstrating comprehension of concepts of directionality;
e Identifying key factors in relation to current events; and
e Performing an active motor response to contribute to a group project.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates social studies skills accurately most of the
time with some or little supervision in the classroom but may not be ready to apply
social studies skills in real world situations.

Proficient — The student often demonstrates social studies skills which access Grade
& Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
¢ Planning a budget for a specific activity;
e Identifying similarities and differences between self and others; and
e Sorting information according to designated categories.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student uses materials that are age-
appropriate. The student demonstrates social studies skills accurately some of the
time, needs some supervision in the classroom, and may not be ready to apply social
studies skills in real world situations.
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Basic — The student sometimes demonstrates social studies skills which access Grade
& Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples may include but are not limited to:
e [Evaluating personal performance with respect to school rules;
e Creating a map of community locations; and
e Using a communication device to participate in retelling a series of historical
events.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student may need materials inappropriate
for his or her age or grade in order to perform the skill accurately at least some of the
time and needs supervision in the classroom. The student may not be able to apply
social studies skills in real world situations.

Limited — The student rarely demonstrates social studies skills which access Grade 8
Social Studies content from the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Examples include but are not limited to:
e Determining classroom or group goals and participating in developing a plan
to achieve them;
e Identifying ways to earn money; and
e Performing an active motor response in an activity related to cultural
practice.

Given the student’s individual needs, the student does not use materials appropriate
for his or her age or grade, shows limited and inconsistent performance, needs
frequent classroom supervision, and is not able to apply social studies skills in real
world situations.
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